THE CENTRE PRESIDENT'S INTRODUCTION TO THE JOURNAL OF THE
CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF LAW & PUBLIC POLICY AT OXFORD
The Centre for the Study of Law & Public Policy At Oxford
(The Centre) was launched in 2014 as the education and policy arm of
the American Center for Law & Justice (ACLJ). With the world facing
the scourge of terrorism, religious persecution, and other serious
systemic and systematic abuses of human rights, we could think of no
better way to assist world leaders in winning the fight than to educate
them through an organisation that would be dedicated to providing
invaluable insight into issues of law and the intersection of politics and
public policy on a global scale.
The Centre was formed to host scholarly conferences and
produce scholarly papers on a wide range of current global issues,
including issues of religious freedom, counter-terrorism, international
affairs, national security, and the like, issues with which the global
community must deal on a daily basis. The Centre seeks to bring
together established and emerging leaders and subject-matter experts
from around the world to discuss serious issues of global importance,
pursue innovative solutions to such issues, and produce scholarly
papers and articles as a catalyst for further discussions and solutions.
The Centre held its inaugural symposium in March 2015 at
Harris Manchester College, University of Oxford. The title of the
Symposium was Persecution, Peace, and Reconciliation. The
presentations centered on Turkey and its role and influence in the
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Middle East. The keynote speaker was Mr Aykan Erdemir, Member of
the Turkish Parliament and leader of the main Turkish opposition
political party. Baroness Berridge of the Vale of Catmose, Member of
the House of Lords, joined us at the inaugural symposium and made
welcoming remarks. Moreover, at least twenty symposium participants
from six different countries on four different continents presented
papers at the inaugural symposium, discussing various issues related to
the Republic of Turkey, including, inter alia, religious freedom in
Turkey; its history as the seat of the Ottoman Empire and the Islamic
Caliphate; its growing Islamicisation under the AKP; its relationship
with other countries in the region, including Israel, Iran, Syria, and
Cyprus; its role in fighting terrorism; and so on.
The Centre’s inaugural symposium at Harris Manchester
College was a resounding success. In light of that success, the Centre
will meet annually at different locations around the world. At these
meetings, participants will prepare, submit, and present scholarly
papers on the particular topic chosen for that particular year. Scholarly
papers will then be selected to be published in the JOURNAL OF THE
CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF LAW & PUBLIC POLICY At Oxford.
The Centre’s JOURNAL will provide well-researched, wellreasoned, scholarly papers on issues of vital concern. This first volume
of the JOURNAL contains papers selected from the inaugural
symposium and deal with issues of concern regarding Turkey. The
JOURNAL is intended to provide educators and policy-makers the
information and tools they need to craft policies on both domestic and
international levels to fight religious persecution, terrorism, and other
human rights abuses as well as to promote the rule of law in
international affairs. Our hope is that the JOURNAL will encourage
robust discussions among educators, policy-makers, and subject-matter
experts alike regarding cutting-edge issues in an effort to make the
world a safer place for the oppressed and marginalised.
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